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Plant Fair Contacts
Anne Goodman on mobile 0456 752 595 email admin@shbg.com.au
or visit www.shbg.com.au
We look forward to welcoming you to the Southern Highlands Plant Fair.
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Introduction
The Southern Highlands Plant Fair will have something for everyone!
The Southern Highlands is a unique region, renowned for its cool climate exotic planting. Beautiful
spring blossoms, together with striking autumn colours are the very visible essence of the
Highlands and are an endemic and popular feature of the area. Private gardens, either acreage
estates, or medium to large individual household blocks contest to the keen gardening interest of
the community.
Being only an hour from Sydney, the Southern Highlands offers both a renowned tourist
opportunity for day trippers, and intense local interest to make it the perfect location for a
weekend of all things gardening.
Situated within the developing grounds of the beautiful Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens, the
Plant Fair offers a solid commercial opening for display, product recognition and sales in the areas
of plant nurseries and garden-related products.
The Annual Autumn Plant Fair at the Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens began as a wholly “inhouse” affair. SHBG propagated and grew stock for coveted plants that are suitable for gardens in
the Southern Highlands. The Plant Fair has a track record of drawing crowds from the local area as
well as many regional and interstate visitors. In 2019, more than 3,500 visitors passed through our
gates. Unfortunately 2020 plant fair was cancelled, however we expect even more in 2020.
We offered outside businesses the chance to be a part of this extremely popular event for the first
time in 2019. That experience proved extremely popular and we would like to again share this
opportunity with those in the industry who have their own unique reputation to offer our visitors.
The 2021 weekend will, again, be a genuinely exciting experience within a “buzzing” fair
atmosphere and plenty of wheelbarrows. As an annual event, the Plant Fair is anticipated with
great excitement, and visitors know they are assured of wonderful inspiration, advice and
purchases, to enhance their homes and bring joy to their lives!

Local Community
The following is a snapshot of the local Southern Highlands community.
-

In 2015, the Southern Highlands had an estimated population of around 48,000 people,
with a median age of 45, being older than the national median age of 37.

-

The largest growth in age structure between 2006 and 2011 was amongst empty nesters
and retirees (60 to 69 years) and seniors (70 to 84 years) who have come to the Highlands
to create their vision of home and garden.

-

The Shire has higher household incomes compared with the median for regional NSW.

-

The Shire is predominantly rural in character with agricultural lands separating towns and
villages characterised by unique landscape and aesthetic appeal.

-

A large proportion of people have moved to the Highlands specifically for lifestyle
purposes. The appeal in this location is documented as the attraction to the landscape,
with a changing lifestyle from the busy and congested cities to a slower, quieter place in
which to live.

-

There is a strong demand within the population for cultural activities, including gardens.
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Locals are proud of their gardens, and keen to improve the status and beauty of their
surrounds. They have time and opportunity to seek garden trends and create new projects. It’s
no wonder there is a keen gardening and renovating interest in this region.

Visitors to the Highlands
The Highlands attracts many visitors throughout the whole year. A brief summary of tourism in
this popular location is gained from The Southern Highlands Tourism Snapshot for the year ending
June 2016:
•

1.7 million visitors to the Highlands each year.

•

1.2 million visitors stayed overnight.

•

Visitor expenditure is $261 million, supporting almost 2,500 jobs.

•

Domestic overnight visitors totaled 512,000, with a total of 976,000 overnight stays.

•

Domestic day visitors spent $188 million, amounting to $78 per visit.

•

Expenditure for restaurants and takeaway meals amounted to $70 million.

Whilst international visitors to the region total around 45,000, domestic visitors are by far the
most important for the Highlands. The Southern Highlands is suitable for both overnight visits and
day trips for a range of purposes. Throughout the year, the same people can visit for day visits and
stay overnight on other trips.
Top activities of visitors are eating out (59%), sightseeing (28%) and shopping for pleasure (23%).
There are many beautiful private gardens in the district that are often open for public viewing and
a high proportion of the population are interested in gardening or in visiting gardens.
Consequently, the Southern Highlands is a garden ‘mecca’ and the perfect fit for this expansive
Plant Fair event.
Our experience is that regional visitors not only come to visit the gardens, but they shop for
unusual and different plants!
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Exhibitor Packages
2021 is our second year of the Plant Fair including external stall holders, but it is our 10th year of
holding this popular event. From past experience we can offer pointers that will help make the
most of your time with us.
We are conscious of not creating conflicting interests to exhibitors and have carefully considered
the best outcomes for all stall holders. For these reasons, we have limited the number of
exhibitors in each category.
We are offering display space to nurseries and garden related businesses. There are three
packages available for stall holders, plus a food sales package.

Full Site
•

Cost of $350 + GST – Site only

•

Site area of 6 x 6 metres designated for you to erect your own stand.

•

Listing in the exhibitor site plan available during the Plant Fair

•

Your logo and link to your website included on the Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens
Plant Fair website

•

Opportunity to conduct your own demonstrations or discussions to inform and promote
your products – all promoted online and included in the schedule of events given to all
visitors

•

Optional extras
o Tent hire, organised directly with YES events. Prices vary according to size.
o Coreflute sign for tent with business name $25 + GST
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Half Site
•

Cost of $175 + GST.

•

Site area of 6 x 3 metres designated for you to erect your own stand.

•

Listing in the exhibitor site plan available during the Plant Fair

•

Your logo and link to your website included on the Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens
Plant Fair website

•

Optional extras
o Tent hire, organised directly with YES events. Prices vary according to size
o Coreflute sign for tent with business name $25 + GST

Food Site Package
•

Cost $350 + GST

•

Site area of 3 x 3 metres in the food sales area.

•

Bring your own tables, equipment etc

•

Listing in the exhibitor site plan that is given to each visitor

•

Your logo and link to your website included on the dedicated SHBG web page

•

Optional extras
o Tent hire, organised directly with YES Events. Prices vary according to size.
o Coreflute sign for tent with business name $25 + GST

Hire of Tents
Hire of tents from YES Events Solutions is available. SHBG will organise erection and removal once
you have confirmed your booking with UYES Events. Exhibitors who wish to bring and erect their
own tent are welcome to do so.

Signage on your tent
Optional Coreflute sign for tent with business name $25 + GST (optional). This signage will be
organised by SHBG.
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How to book your site
•

Complete and submit your online Expression of Interest (EOI) form by 4 December 2020.
On receiving your EOI we will advise you of your site allocation by email or telephone by 31
January 2021.

•

When we receive your EOI we will send you a Tax Invoice for your site fee and any other
extras that you have requested on your application forms. The invoice will be due for
payment in full by 31 January 2021. If payment is not made by that date, the site allocation
will be offered to those on the waiting list.

•

Payments can be made to SHBG by direct deposit to our bank account or credit card.
Please fax or email a copy of your remittance if you are paying by direct deposit.

Banking Details
Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens
BDCU Alliance Bank BSB: 802 101
Account No: 100071868
Reference: Your invoice number
If paying via by direct deposit, please ensure that you clearly identify your deposit with your
invoice number so that we can correctly allocate your payment.
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Important Dates
Expressions of Interest due

4 December 2020

Confirmation of site allocation

31 January 2021

Payment due in full

31 January 2021

Copy of Public Liability Insurance (Certificate of Currency) to be 31 March 2021
supplied to SHBG (minimum $20 million)
Refunds if cancellation received by:

•
•
•

< 28 February 2021 – 100%
< 15 March 2021 – 50%
> 30 March 2021 - nil

Media, Marketing & Advertising
Now in its 10 year, the plant fair is part of the Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens Autumn Open
Garden weekend, including the plant fair and 5 private gardens not normally open to the public.
Marketing will include both the open gardens and the plant fair.

The Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens Plant Fair is extensively promoted through radio, print
media, cinema advertising, and social media. We also distribute advertising material and brochures
through the State’s garden clubs and horticultural newsletters.
Flyers are provided to Garden clubs of Australia members.
An intensive online media campaign will be undertaken leading up to the weekend,
including Facebook and Instagram. Updates are regularly posted and promoted.
We encourage all exhibitors to participate in these campaigns and have an email flyer that you
could send to your database letting your customers know you will be attending the Plant Fair.
We produce a small banner advertisement that you could add to your own website, again
promoting your attendance.
SHBG’s DL flyer will be available in December 2020 and will include a listing of confirmed
participants and websites. A full A4 8-page brochure will be provided in March 2021. Advertising
within the brochure can be arranged for the following prices:
•
•
•
•

1/8 page - $200 + GST
1/4 page - $400 + GST
1/3 page - $550 + GST
1/2 page - $800 + GST
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Speakers
Let us know if you would like to be a speaker during
the event. Speakers can either do a presentation at
their stall or in the dedicated speakers’ tent with
PowerPoint projection available. If speaking at your
stall, chairs and a PA system will be brought to your
stall 15 minutes prior to your presentation time. A
schedule of speakers and times will be made available
on the day. Please ensure you let us know early if you
will be speaking to ensure you are included in the
promotional material.

Further Assistance
For further information contact
Anne Goodman on mobile 0456 752 595
email admin@shbg.com.au
or visit www.shbg.com.au
We look forward to welcoming you to the Southern
Highlands Plant Fair.
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Exhibitors Information and Conditions
Alcohol
Alcohol consumption is only permitted inside the Food sales Licensed Area during public opening
times.

Camping
Camping is not permitted anywhere within the Botanic Gardens.

Dogs
As the Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens is a bird sanctuary, NO DOGS are permitted within the
fenced area of the gardens.

Electricity
Electricity will only be available to those who request it when booking.
All electrical equipment used by stall holders must be tagged and tested and meet all current
safety standards.

Equipment Hire
The Plant Fair preferred equipment supplier is YES, Your Event Solution. They supply tents, tables,
chairs etc., and can be contacted direct on 1800 096 634 http://www.youreventsolution.com.au/
Any request for additional equipment is a contract between Yes Events and you, the exhibitor.
SHBG will not be liable for late deliveries, expenditure or problems related to damaged rented
equipment.

Fair Updates
Please ensure that we have your current email address on file so that we can keep you informed
of all the latest Plant Fair news.

First Aid
If there is a medical incident or any need for first aid, contact the site supervisor. A first aid kit and
defibrillator can be found in the site shed.

Insurance
Exhibitors are required to insure their exhibition site areas for public risk liability for a minimum of
$20 million. A copy of an insurance ‘Certificate of Currency’ showing the site holders business
name and address MUST be supplied to the SHBG prior to 31 March 2021. Your insurance should
be effective from the first day of ‘bump-in’ to the final day of ‘bump-out’ being Thursday 15 April
to Monday 19 April 2021.
Please note it is up to each stall holder to insure their own stock/goods should they wish and any
damages to their stock/goods is their responsibility and that Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens
will not be held accountable.

Parking
Visitor parking will be provided on site. Exhibitor parking will be allocated separate to visitor
parking.
See separate section below on Vehicles.

10

Plant Trolleys
A limited number of wheel barrows and plant trolleys will be available for use during bump in/out
for stall holders and during the event by customers.

Promotional material distribution
Promotional materials of yours such as brochures, flyers, posters, product samples, etc may only
be distributed from your designated site unless express written permission has been granted by
SHBG.

Refund Policy
See Important Dates table above for refund policy.

Security
The entire exhibit area is securely fenced. On site security is provided by Friends of the SHBG
staying overnight Friday & Saturday of the event weekend.

Set up
Set up times are:
•
•
•
•

Thursday 15 April 2021, from 8am to 7pm
Friday 16 April 2021, from 8am to 7pm.
Saturday 17 April 2021 - prior to 8am.
Sunday 18 April 2021 – prior to 8am.

The venue is not open to members of the general public during this time so if you notice any
unauthorised activity please report it to an SHBG officer immediately.
All people on site during set up and pack down are required to wear hi-vis vests. A limited number
of vests will be available for sale from the SHBG Office.
Please move vehicles out of the way as soon as you have unloaded to allow others to move in.
If you bring children with you, please ensure they are under constant supervision and always in
immediate eyesight. The site has water hazards.

Signage & Promotional Material
Optional Coreflute sign for tent with business name $25 + GST. This signage must be booked in
advance of the Plant Fair and will be organised by SHBG.
Signage can only be erected within the boundaries of your site and MUST relate entirely to the
product you are displaying and selling. No other signage will be allowed to be erected. For
example, no political endorsements or political causes, fundraising or awareness campaign
signage.
Signage must be of a reasonable size and not impinge on the aspect of surrounding sites. SHBG
reserves the right to request the removal of any inappropriate signage.
Promotional materials such as brochures, flyers, product samples etc. may only be distributed
from your designated site unless express written permission has been granted by SHBG.

Site Map
A site map will be made available to stall holders by 31 January 2021, and will be included in
promotional material after this date.
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Tent hire
Tents can be hired directly from Your Event Solutions – YUES, contact on 1800 096 634
http://www.youreventsolution.com.au/. Tents will be delivered to the site on the Wednesday
prior to the event and collected Monday morning after the event.
Any request for tent hire is a contract between Yes Events and you, the exhibitor. SHBG will not be
liable for late deliveries, expenditure or problems related to damaged rented equipment.

Toilets
Toilets are located in our amenities block. Additional hire toilets will be provided to the site on the
weekend.

Trading times
Saturday 17 & Sunday 18 April 2021 between 9am to 4pm.
No trading to the general public is permitted outside these hours, especially Friday 16 April. Any
exhibitor found trading outside of hours may be asked to cease trading for the remainder of the
event.

Vehicles
Vehicles are not permitted to be used as part of your site display.
Vehicles up to 4.5 tonne can access each stall on Thursday and Friday prior to the event, before
8am and after 4pm on event days, and any time Monday after the event. Trucks above this weight
need clearance from the site supervisor for suitable access times for their stall.
To reduce congestion during bump in and out, please contact the event coordinator with your
preferred times of arrival and departure.
Bicycles, skateboards and roller blades are not allowed in the garden.

Waste Management
Stallholders are asked to minimise non-recyclable waste. Single use plastic bags should not be
used during the event. Please consider the environment in your packaging and waste.

Weather
The Southern Highlands Plant Fair will proceed regardless of the weather and site refunds will only
be given in exceptional circumstances and at SHBG’s discretion.

Work Health and Safety
Work Health and Safety Act 2011 together with all State and Local Government regulations apply
and it is the responsibility of exhibitors to comply with all such requirements.
If you bring children during set up, please ensure they are under constant supervision and always
in immediate eyesight.
All people on site during set up and pack down are required to wear hi-vis vests. A limited number
of vests will be available for sale from SHBG.
All electrical equipment should be tagged and tested and meet all current safety standards.
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