SATURDAY 17 - SUNDAY 18 APRIL 2021 9AM - 4PM
THE COPES’ GARDEN BURRADOO | BIBURY BURRADOO | GREENBRIER GARDEN BOWRAL
SUTTON TOPS SUTTON FOREST | MORTON VIEWS BUNDANOON

TICKETS AVAILABLE SHBG.COM.AU AND AT THE INDIVIDUAL GARDENS & PLANT FAIR

$35 for all 5 Gardens and Plant Fair | $10 Single Garden Visit or Plant Fair | School Children Free.
Tickets can only be used once.
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Welcome...

About the SH Botanic Gardens
SHBG is unique for a number of reasons:
•

It is one of the newest botanic gardens in Australia, established
in 2011 on a 15-hecare council owned site in Bowral.

•

Its structure and funding are unlike most other Australian botanic
gardens as it is wholly community operated and funded.

•

The design of the garden will reflect all seasons in a cool climate,
where water is becoming a scarce commodity, and will showcase
flora not often seen by the public elsewhere in Australia.

The garden design encompasses a town garden, represented by
exotic plantings; a country garden, with a mix of exotic and native
plantings, and a regional garden, characterized by native plantings.
We have four registered collections of box (Buxus), birch (Betula),
dwarf dogwoods and Tony Davis daffodils. These collections help
ensure the conservation of significant plants and they are all suitable
for the home garden in a cool climate such as the Southern Highlands.
Although we are a new botanic garden, we have aspirations to be an
important tourist drawcard in the Southern Highlands. The garden
will make a vital contribution to the public parks in the region and will

complement, in a significant way, the private gardens in the district
that are open to the public from time to time. In due course, it will
make a major contribution to the economic and social wellbeing of
the Wingecarribee Shire.
Visit our website to read more about us shbg.com.au

By the Community, for the Community

In March, we celebrate Earth Hour with the support of the

Working bees at the garden are held every Tuesday. Between 30-50

the family and includes an element of sustainability.

community volunteers regularly attend and perform tasks to suit their
abilities, which range from general garden maintenance to propagation
and growing of plants in the nursery. These plants are either planted
out in the garden or sold to the public.

Wingecarribee Shire Council. This annual event has something for all
In April, is our Autumn Garden weekend and Plant Fair, featuring
the opening of five beautiful private local gardens and a plant fair
providing rare and unusual plants for sale. This annual event attracts
garden enthusiasts from far and wide.

We welcome everyone to the garden, which is open every day of the

In May, Music in the Garden is a feature of the annual botanic garden

year from 9am to 5pm, free entry.

open day. An event for the whole family in the garden.

Our plant nursery sells plants that are growing in the garden and is

August is when we have our kite flying day with a workshop for kids

open to the public on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays between

to make their own kite while Mum and Dad enjoy food and drink and

9am and 3pm.

look around.

Our events during the year are designed to engage with the broader

In September, we are holding our first scarecrow workshop in 2021 –

community – people of all ages, cultures and abilities.

fun for kids to get creative in making a scarecrow.
In October, we have our annual Teddy Bear Picnic, introduced for the

Our Structure

first time during COVID in 2020 to get young children engaged with
the teddy bear hunt around the garden. The Picnic culminates the end
of the teddy bear hunt of finding and counting the teddy bears in the

•

SHBG Limited is a company limited by guarantee

garden, whose locations magically change each week.

•

Seven volunteer board directors

Also, in October we have our Rare and Collectables Plant Stall – a

•

Part time paid CEO, Development Manager
and Administration Officer

popular events for all gardening enthusiasts at the beginning of Spring.

•

Friends committee

•

A band of eager and enthusiastic volunteers

In December, our annual Christmas picnic featuring a BBQ, bar and
live music, with a Hydrangea Plant sale – a chance to buy a Xmas gift
for the plant lover in the family.
See page 5, Dates for your Diary, for the dates of each of these events.
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The Copes’ Garden

OWNERS: TIM & PATRICIA COPES

by sweeping drystone walls and densely planted with large swathes
of ornamental grasses, Birch and free flowering hardy perennials.
The hardiness of the planting ensures it can withstand any periodic
inundation. The meadow garden was designed by Chris Webb in 2018
and even though only 3 years old is a breathtaking sight in autumn.

This house and garden have been established on an elevated
platform adjacent to and including a flood plain. Consequently this
garden, established around a contemporary residence, displays two
distinct characters. The entrance garden with its cobbled driveway is
surrounded by a formal arrangement of hedges and walls. The terrace
on the north of the house overlooks a vast meadow garden punctuated

Jump in...
the coffee’s
perfect!

.
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24 HOLLY ROAD, BURRADOO

Bibury

29-31 BURRADOO ROAD, BURRADOO

OWNER: BRIAN THORNTON

The garden at Bibury surrounds a heritage listed house designed
by the renowned architect Prof Leslie Wilkinson, in his influential
Mediterranean style. The house was constructed in 1929 and parts
of the garden are from this time although numerous owners have
contributed to the current garden fabric. The garden features a central

courtyard, recently replanted to complement the architecture, an
enormous wisteria clad pergola, Buxus maze, rose gardens, towering
hedges and many fine old trees. The recent renovation of the house
and garden in 2018 will ensure the property will endure for many years
to come.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY


SHARPENING SERVICES
PH: 4855 2976

SATURDAY 17 & SUNDAY 18 APRIL
Autumn Gardens Weekend & Plant Fair
9am - 4pm



SUNDAY 30 MAY
Music in the Garden 10am - 3pm



SUNDAY 29 AUGUST
Kite Flying Day 10am - 3pm



SATURDAY 18 SEPTEMBER
Scarecrow Workshop 10am - 3pm



SATURDAY 2 OCTOBER
Teddy Bear Picnic 10am - 3pm



SATURDAY 30 OCTOBER
Rare & Collectables Plant Stall
9am - 4pm



SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER
Christmas Picnic and Hydrangea Sale
5pm - 9pm



SATURDAY 23 & SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2022
Autumn Gardens Weekend & Plant Fair
9am - 4pm

Professional sharpening services
for a wide range of kitchen, garden
and workshop items.

For all your home, timber,
hardware, garden and landscape
needs in the Southern Highlands
MOSS VALE - Retail, Trade and Landscape
54 Berrima Road Tel: 4869 7555
BOWRAL - Trade
5 Kiama Street Tel: 4862 4333
MITTAGONG - Trade and Retail
Cavendish Street Tel: 4860 1200
Cnr Bowral Rd & Princess St Tel 4872 5300
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Greenbrier Garden

Established in 1988 Greenbrier Garden is an extensive 3ha garden
perched above Old South Road with panoramic views to the north
towards the Blue Mountains, over the Nattai Valley. The garden which
surrounds the sandstone Georgian style residence is primarily of
exotic trees and shrubs nestled within a backdrop of large Eucalyptus
and extensive native plantings. Of particular interest are the collection
of conifers including Picea smithiana and Picea breweriana. The

All plants in our
nursery are fed
with Seasol
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1171 OLD SOUTH ROAD, MITTAGONG
OWNERS: ROBERT & JANET CONSTABLE

garden is designed in the classic English style with many constructed
features including a ha ha, lake, ruin, gazebo and rill. Within this
extensive garden there are many intimate areas carefully planted
with drifts of herbaceous perennials and shrubs. This garden cleverly
combines exotics and natives in the English garden style which makes
its definitely a garden for our time.

Sutton Tops

2 GREENHILLS ROAD, SUTTON FOREST
OWNERS: GEOFF & LYN MCBEAN

‘Sutton Tops’ garden has expansive views across the rolling green
pastures of Sutton Forest. The houses sits perched high on its ten
hectares with views to the west over Berrima and Crookwell, Mt
Ginginbullen, to the north and Moss Vale to the north east. The garden
features a huge array of deciduous trees and conifers interspersed
with large well planted garden beds filled with many shrubs, roses,

collections of lilium, mollis azalea and many perennial treasures,
all carefully sheltered from the prevailing winter westerly winds
by strategically planted hedging. A recently installed ha ha terrace
provides a fine viewing place adjacent to the house. This is a garden
for all seasons.

Become a Friend of the SHBG
Friends of the Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens began around 2003 and are
still going strong. Being a Friend means you are helping us to provide a botanic
garden for the community.
You can become involved in an active or passive way.
Passive Friends are ‘armchair’ Friends who look on from the comfort of their
home and get value from the Gardens existing for future generations.
Active Friends get pleasure from participating in activities that help the Garden
grow. You can choose something to suit you:


Help promote community
awareness of the Gardens



Support SHBG activities



Help with fundraising events



Grow and sell plants



Help keep the garden to
look primped and preened



Assist with catering

SHBG Working Bees are held each Tuesday morning.
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Morton Views

The extensive views over the Morton National Park from this one
acre garden are revealed as you enter via the wide gravel driveway,
edged with a low drystone wall. The former tennis court below the
driveway has been transformed with the addition of a central pond
and pleached lindens which frame the views past the elegant timber
gazebo. An allee of ornamental pears separates the garden from the

28-30 ROSENTHAL AVE, BUNDANOON

OWNERS: BRUCE & CARLIE GOULD

neighbouring property. Structural hedges of Buxus and Teucrium
edge many of the garden beds which have been filled with an array
of floriferous perennials and shrubs. The garden was redesigned
by Chris Webb to accommodate the renovated residence in 2002,
incorporating many of the existing large trees and shrubs planted in
the 1920’s.

Come and enjoy a day of kite building and flying.

SUNDAY 29 AUGUST 2021
Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens
BALLOON SCULPTING & FACE PAINTING

ADMISSION TO GARDEN BY DONATION
Refreshments, Coffee Van &
Sausage Sizzle available.
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Help us grow!
We are a new botanic garden and there are a number of projects that
require funding. One of the ways we seek funding is from Government
grants. Another way is seeking community donations.

Recent successful projects
All of our garden infrastructure has been delivered through community
support and a strong volunteer ‘work force’. Our volunteers work
tirelessly to develop and maintain the garden structure.
From 2020, infrastructure of more substantial work in the garden has
been, or is being, delivered through grants, including:
•

A children’s playground

•

A picnic table, benches and shelter

•

A small native garden development

•

A 1-kilometre network of pathways with informative signage
and seating

Grants currently in the 2021 pipeline awaiting decision include the
following projects:
•

The Education Centre

•

The carpark, meadow garden and native garden

•

Maintenance depot

•

Pedestrian bridge in the bird habitat

•

Drystone wall northern entrance to the garden, with etchings of
Louisa Atkinson ferns and informative signage

•

A second picnic table, benches and shelter

•

A truck to assist with the efficient operation of the garden.

How you can help
To create this entire 15-hectare botanic garden requires many millions

Two grants received this year allowed us to build our first all access picnic shelter
and our jungle themed children's playground.

of dollars in funding. Many grant applications have been made over

corporate function. Or, visitors can just sit and look out at the garden

the past years seeking funding. But there is no certainty of success,

from the comfort of the Gallery or Viewing Platform. More information

especially when seeking funding for botanic garden infrastructure.
Consequently, we also rely on other ways of financial support to fund
our garden infrastructure.

Donations
Donations can be large or small and can help fund a whole or part
of a project and can be tax deductible. SHBG has broken up the
development of the garden into a number of smaller projects so they
can more easily be identified for funding.
The Education Centre is a priority. The Education Centre is multi-

is available on our website.
The garden design breaks the garden into sections. They include the
parterre garden, meadow garden, and native garden. These sections
can be broken into smaller project areas, such as the amphitheatre, an
important feature in the meadow garden and the Louisa Atkinson fern
garden that forms part of the Native garden.
Regular donations, including tax deductible, are another way
of supporting SHBG to achieve its aim of providing a valuable
community asset.

functional but, primarily, it will be the hub for the delivery of SHBG’s

Become a Corporate Partner so we can share our community values.

school education program that has been designed for primary school

Leave a gift in your will and help the garden be enjoyed by future

aged children and will provide a botanic link to learning subjects
in the school curricula. In addition, the building will be used by the
community for a range of activities and functions.
The Visitor Centre is a very ambitious project that will become the
centerpiece of the garden. It is a stand-out design by an award-winning
architect and will provide facilities for every occasion from a coffee, to
lunch or dinner, to an important family celebration or wedding, to a

generations of your family.
Give in Memoriam by informing your friends and family of your wishes
for your mourners to donate to SHBG at your funeral instead of giving
or sending flowers.
And, thank you for your donation, large or small.
For further information visit our website shbg.com.au
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SHBG P lant Fair
A COVID safe Plant Fair
The new design of the SHBG Plant Fair, first introduced in 2019, will be
a COVID safe event. SHBG is officially registered as COVID safe and
has a COVID-19 Safety Plan. Stall holders and all visitors will need to
register their visit. See our website for more information https://shbg.
com.au/about/covid-safe/
The Plant Fair offers a lot more than plants. Tools, art, sculptures as
well as an array of plants, together with coffee, food and wine.

SHBG Plant Fair
2021 is the tenth year of our traditional Plant Fair at the site of the
Southern Highlands Botanic Gardens, the 2020 event having been
cancelled due to COVID.

Specialised visiting nurseries
Our new look Plant Fair, first introduced in 2019, will continue with
a number of specialised nurseries to give the visitor a vast selection
of plants from which to choose. These nurseries will supplement the
highly coveted plants being offered by SHBG. All the visiting nurseries
have a recognized reputation in their own right and provide quality
produce that is suitable for the cool climate of the Southern Highlands.
•

Local and regional stall holders, including a number of new ones
in 2021, will bring an array of offerings, a small taste of which
includes:

•

Camellias in all colours and of the highest quality

•

Perennials for that difficult spot, shade loving, hot and dry,
sunny or perfumed

•

Rare and collectable cool climate plants

•

Perennials for grasses and meadow plants

•

Sought after seeds

•

Botanical art

•

Select tools and garden accessories

Check our website to view the Plant Fair stall holders
shbg.com.au/open-gardens-plant-fair/stallholders2021

Visiting Speakers
Some fascinating speakers will entertain those who have a
lust to learn more about horticultural subjects. Speakers will
focus on growing perennials, bulbs and living with a drought
tolerant garden. Check our website for speaker’s program
shbg.com.au/open-gardens-plant-fair/plant-fair-2021/
A range of food and drink will be available, including a bar, BBQ, coffee
and more, all provided by local businesses.
Make the day an enjoyable one by relaxing after your serious shopping.
A plant crêche will enable everyone to safely leave their precious
purchases so they can continue to browse, have lunch, listen to a
speaker or just have a coffee or glass of wine. Make your day a full
one and take advantage of the creche.
Eftpos facilities will make it easy to manage your purchases.
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1 OLD SOUTH ROAD, BOWRAL

(CNR KANGALOON ROAD & OLD SOUTH ROAD)

S er

vi n g t h e c o m m u nit y

Bowral Co Op Garden Centre

Come and speak to David our Garden Centre Specialist
Phone: (02) 4861 8400

Email: dave@bowralcoop.com.au

85 Kirkham Road, BOWRAL NSW 2576
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FOR NEAREST STOCKISTS INFORMATION:

NSW 02 4776 1555 VIC 03 9720 7475 QLD & OTHER 07 5541 2322
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how’s it growing?

RTILISERS

www.tff.com.au
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For more info about the Autumn Gardens Weekend
please email autumngardens@shbg.com.au

